
Appealing to all ages

Greg Johnson, the president of Veterans Cricket Victoria, doesn’t take 
himself too seriously. They hand out “little blue tablets” as man of the match
awards at veterans’ games, Johnson told the Seven Network’s Front Bar 
the other day.

But he does have one serious problem — enough players over 80 to make 
a team, but not enough for two. So, who do they play?

“You might be surprised that in Victoria we’ve actually got 15 registered 
players over 80,” Johnson said on RSN the other day. “Trouble is we 
haven’t got anyone for them to play against.”

The answer, of course, is for the octogenarians to drop down an age group 
and play with the over-70s, where there are plenty of ageless cricketers.

“You’d probably describe us as slow medium,” says Johnson, who plays in 
the over-70s himself.

“In the over-70s we have round about 200 players, over-60s about 400 and
over-50s about 800,” he says. “And we’ve just started a women’s team — 
our first women’s veterans team played last year. They’re over 40.”

The veterans play under slightly modified rules to cater for the fact that their
minds may be willing, but their bodies are a bit off the pace.

“Generally the boundary is in at about 55m — we don’t want our blokes 
sliding into the fence when they’re fielding,” says Johnson. “We generally 
play 40 overs a team in our normal Sunday competition. Batsmen retire 
when they reach 40 and a maximum of eight overs a bowler.

“While we’re still 21 in our heads and also very competitive, we’re also 
conscious of ensuring the participation or all our players who want to get a 
bat or want to get a bowl. They love being on the ground and the lunch 
breaks and after the games where we all try to outdo each other with 
stories of our past glories.”

So, if you are over 80 and can still hold a bat, Johnson would no doubt be 
happy to hear from you via the association’s website, 
veteranscricketvictoria.org.au.


